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Chronology of Muhammad’s life

(All dates are approximate)

Muhammad is born in Mecca

Muhammad marries Khadija, who later becomes the first
Muslim

Muhammad receives what he comes to believe is his first visi-

tation from the angel Gabriel and revelation from Allah
Muhammad begins preaching Islam publicly in Mecca

Friction with the Quraysh causes some Muslims to leave Ara-

bia for Abyssinia
Khadija dies
The Satanic verses incident

The Night Journey: Muhammad reports that he has been car-
ried to Paradise and has met the other prophets

The Hijra: Muhammad and the Muslims flee to Medina

Muhammad consummates his marriage to the nine-year-old
Aisha

The Nakhla raid and the beginning of violence in the name
of Islam

The Battle of Badr: the Muslims overcome great odds to
defeat the pagan Meccans

Muhammad and the Muslims besiege the Jewish Qaynuga

tribe and exile them from Medina
The Battle of Uhud: the pagan Meccans defeat the Muslims
Siege and exile from Medina of the Jewish Nadir tribe

xi
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The Battle of the Trench: the Jewish Qurayzah tribe betrays
Muhammad

Muhammad beheads the males of the Qurayzah tribe and

enslaves the women and children

Muhammad concludes the Treaty of Hudaybiyya with the

pagan Meccans

Muhammad and the Muslims besiege the Khaybar oasis and

exile the Jews from it
Muhammad is poisoned at Khaybar
Muhammad and the Muslims conquer Mecca

The Muslims prevail in the Battle of Hunayn and conquer

Ta’if; Muhammad becomes the master of Arabia

The Arabian tribes remaining outside Islamic rule accept

Islam
Warfare against the Christians: the expedition to Tabuk

Muhammad dies in Medina on June 8



