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Chronology of Muhammad's life 
(All dates are approximate) 

Muhammad is born in Mecca 

Muhammad marries Khadija, who later becomes the first 

Muslim 

Muhammad receives what he  comes to believe is his first visi- 

tation from the angel Gabriel and revelation from Allah 

Muhammad begins preaching Islam publicly in Mecca 

Friction with the Quraysh causes some Muslims to leave Ara- 

bia for Abyssinia 

Khadija dies 

The Satanic verses incident 

The  Night Journey: Muhammad reports that he has been car- 

ried to Paradise and has inet the other prophets 

The Hijra: Muhammad and the Muslims flee to Medina 

Muhammad consummates his marriage to the nine-year-old 

Aisha 

The Nakhla raid and the beginning of violence in the name 

of Islam 

The Battle of Badr: the Muslims overcome great odds to 

defeat the pagan Meccans 

Muhammad and the Muslims besiege the Jewish Qaynuqa 

tribe and exile them from Medina 

The Battle of Uhud: the pagan Meccans defeat the Muslims 

Siege and exile from Medina of the Jewish Nadir tribe 



xii Chronology of Muhammad's life 

The Battle of the 'bench: the Jewish Qurayzah tribe betrays 

Muhammad 

Muhammad beheads the lnales of the Qurayzah tribe and 

enslaves the women and children 

Muhammad concludes the Treaty of Hudaybiyya with the 

pagan Meccans 

Muhammad and the Muslims besiege the Khaybar oasis and 

exile the Jews from it 

Muhammad is poiso~led at Khaybar 

Muhammad and the Muslims conquer Mecca 

The Muslims prevail in the Battle of Hunayn and conquer 

Ta'if; Muhammad becomes the master of Arabia 

Warfare against the Christians: the expedition to ' hbuk  

The Arabian tribes remaining outside Islamic rule accept 

Islam 


Muhammad dies in Medina on June 8 




Names and places 

Abdullah bin jahsh: the Muslim warrior who carried out the first Muslim 

raid (at Nakhla) on Muhammad's orders 

Abdullah bin Salam: a Jewish rabbi who became an early convert to 

Islam 

Abdullah bin U b a v :  a leader of the "Hypocrites," insincere Muslims 

who opposed Muhammad 

Abu 'Afak: A poet who mocked Muhammad in his verses and was assassi- 

nated on Muhammad's orders 

Abu Bakr: One of Muhammad's earliest companions and his successor as 

leader of the Muslims (caliph) 

Abu lahl: A leader of the pagan Quraysh who opposed Muhammad 

Abu Lahab: Muhammad's uncle, who opposed him and was cursed in 

the Qur'an (111:l-5) 

Abu Sufian: A leader of the pagan Quraysh who opposed Muhammad, 

but who later converted to Islain 

Aisha: Muhammad's favorite wife; he  married her when she was six and 

consummated the marriage when she was nine 

Al-'Aqaba: A city where the early Muslims pledged fealty to Muhammad 

Al-Lat: One of the goddesses worshipped by the pagan Quraysh 

Al-'Uzza: One of the goddesses worshipped by the pagan Quraysh 

Ali: Muhammad's son-in-law, whom Shi'ite Muslims regard as his rightful 

successor; he reigned briefly as the fourth caliph, after Abu Bakr, 

Umar, and Uthman 

Asma bint Marwan: A poetess who mocked Muhammad in her verses 

and was assassinated on A~iuhammad's orders 



xiv Names and places 

Badr: A11 Arabian town about 80 miles from Medina where the Muslims 

won their first great military victory, against the Quraysh in 624 

Bahira: A Syrian Christian monk who, according to Islamic tradition, rec- 

ognized the boy Muhammad as a prophet 

Bukhari: Ninth-century collector of traditions about Muhammad that 

Muslims generally consider reliable 

Buraq: The winged horse with a human head that is supposed to have 

carried Muhammad fro111 Mecca to Jerusalem and thence to Par- 

adise on his Night Journey 

Chosroes:The Persian emperor in Muhammad's day, whom Muhammad 

called to Islam 

Gabriel:The angel who is supposed to have delivered Allah's revelations 

to Muhammad 

Ghatafan:The  pagan Arabian tribe that, along with the Quraysh, laid 

siege to Medina in the Battle of the Trench 

Hafia: One  of Muhammad's wives 

Heraclius: The  Byzantine emperor in Muhammad's day, whom Muham- 

mad called to Islam 

Hudaybiyya: A town about nine miles from Mecca where Muhammad 

concluded a treaty with the Quraysh 

Hunayn: A dry riverbed near Mecca where Muhammad defeated the last 

large-scale resistance to him in Arabia 

Ibn Ishaq: Muhammad's first biographer (704-773) 

Ibn Sa'd: An early compiler of biographical traditions about Muhammad 

(d. 845) 

\erusalem: The city from which Muhammad is supposed to have 

ascended to Paradise on his Night Journey 

Ka'b bin Al-Ashraf 	A Jewish poet who mocked Muhammad in his verses 

and was assassinated on Muhammad's orders 

Ka'bah:A shrine and place of pilgri~~lage in Mecca that Muhammad 

emptied of its idols and transformed into a site for Islamic pilgrinlage 



Names and places 

Khadija: Muhammad's first wife and first convert 

Khalid bin al-Walid: A renowned Muslim warrior 

Khaybar: An oasis near Medina which Muhammad attacked, exiling the 

Jews who inhabited it 

Kinana ibn Kabi: A Jewish leader at Khaybar who was tortured and killed 

on Muhammad's orders for refusing to disclose the location of treasure 

Manat: One of the goddesses worshipped by the pagan Quraysh 

Mary the Copt:Muhammad's concubi~le and mother of his son Ibrahiin, 

who died in infancy 

Mecca: Muhammad's birthplace; a principal city for trade and pilgrimage 

in pre-Islamic Arabia 

Medina: An Arabian city north of Mecca, in which Muhammad first 

became a political and military leader after his flight there (Hijra) 

Muhammad: the prophet of Islam (570-632) 

Muhammad bin Maslama: An early Muslim who carried out several 

assassinations 011 Muhammad's orders 

Nadir: A Jewish tribe of Medina; Muhammad besieged and exiled them 

Nakhla: An Arabian town where the Muslims carried out their first mili- 

tary raid against the Quraysh 

Qaynuqa:A Jewish tribe of Medina; Muhammad besieged and exiled 

them 

Quraysh: The pagan Arabs of Mecca; Muhammad belonged to this tribe, 

but they rejected his prophetic message 

Qurayzah:A Jewish tribe of Medina; Muhain~nad supervised their mas- 

sacre after they betrayed an alliance with the Muslims 

Sa'd bin Mu'adh: The  Muslim warrior who pronounced sentence, with 

Muhaminad's permission, against the Q ~ i r a ~ z a h  tribe 

S a w  bint Huyayy: Wife of Kiilana ibn Rabi; Muhainmad took her as 

his own wife after killing Kinana 



xvi Names and places 

Tabuk:A northwestern Arabian city to which Muhain~nad led an expedi- 

tion against the Byzantines 

Ta'if A city south of Mecca that initially rejected Muhammad and was 

later conquered by the Muslims 

Uhud:A mountain near Mecca where the Quraysh defeated the Mus-

lims after the Battle of Badr 

Umar:One of Muhammad's earliest co~npanions and the successor of 

Abu Bakr as leader of the Muslims (caliph) 

Waraqa:Khadija's uncle and a Christian priest; he is supposed to have 

confirmed Muhan~mad's prophetic status 

Zayd bin Haritha: Muhammad's adopted son and the first husband of 

Zaynab bint Jahsh 

Zaynab bint lahsh: Muhammad's daughter-in-law, whorn he subse- 

quently married by what he represented as a cornrna~ld of Allah 



CHAPTER ONE 


Why a biography 

of Muhammad 


is relevant today 


O How the "Islam is peace" mantra still controls American policy 

O Muslim presentations of Muhammad: are they talking about 

the same man? 

O Why it matters what Muhammad was like 

O Why this book is dangerous 

Is Islam a religion of peace? Why it matters 
FIVE YEARS INTO THE WAR ON TERROR, IT IS STILL COMMONPLACE 

to hear Islam called a religion of peace. It is now also common to hear that 

term used derisively or ironically, in light of continued acts of violence 

committed in the name of Islam. A tiny minority of extremists has sup- 

posedly hijacked the religion, but jihadist Muslims won elections in the 

Palestinian Authority and elsewhere. The new, American-backed Iraqi 

and Afghan constitutions have enshrined sharia, Islamic law, (which 

includes the death penalt) for Christian converts), as the highest law of 
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Muhammad: 
a frank look at his influential (and violent) life and teachings 

In The Truth about Muhammad, New York Times bestselli~lg author and Islam expert Robert 
Spencer offers an honest and telling portrait of t1;e founder of Islam unbourlded by fear and 
political correctness, unflinching, and willing to face the hard facts about Muhammad's life 
that continue to affect our world today. 

Spencer details Muhammad's develop~uent from a preacher of hellfire and damnation 
into a political and military leader who expanded his rule by force of arms, promising his war- 
riors luridly physical delights in Paradise if they were killed in his cause. He explai~ls how the 
Qur'an's teaching on warfare against unbelievers developed-with constant war to establish 
the hegemony of Islamic law as the last stage. 

Spencer also gives the truth about Muhammad's convenie~lt "revelations" justifying his 
own licentious~less; his joy in the brutal murders of his enemies; and above all, his clear 
marching orders to his followers to convert non-Muslims to Islam-or force them to live as 
inferiors tinder Islamic rule. 

Recognizing the true nature of Islam, Spencer argues, is crucial. Every citizen (and policy- 
maker) who loves freedom should read and ponder The Truth about Muhammad. 

Praise for The Truh'~ about Muhammad 
“intrepid Robert Spencer continues his quest to dispel myths, cure ignorance, and open our eyes to 

hard truths about Islarn. If we are going to win the War 011 Terror, we need to know how 
Muha~ilrilad really lived-and why he endures as the inspiratio11 for global jihad. This book 
is a threat to 'religion of peace' propaganda that lulls the West into submission. Strike a blow 
for survival: buy it." 

-Michelle Malkin, llationally syndicated colun~nist and bestselling author 

" ~ ta time when, even in the West, the pious narrative of Muhammad has gained a near-hegernonic 
hold, Robert Spencer offers a rare skeptical biography and interpretation of the prophet of 
Islam. Relying exclusively on Islamic sources, The Truth about Muhammad argues that, for 
fourteen hundred years, the 'words and deeds of Muhammad have been ~lloving Muslims to 
commit acts of violence."' 

-Daniel Pipes, director of the Middle East Forum and author of Slave Soldiers aitd Islam 


