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ANTI-SEMITIC AND ANTI-CHRISTIAN 

Historically, until very recently, it is estimated that Muslim Turks have slaughtered an 
estimated 2.8 million Christians. Stanley Cohen, Professor of Criminology at the 

Hebrew University in Jerusalem, writes: 
"The nearest successful example [of collective denial] in the modern era is 
the 80years of official denial by successive Turkish governments of the 1915-
17 genocide against the Armenians in which 1.5 million people lost their 
lives. This denial has been sustained by deliberate propaganda, lying and 
cover-ups, forging documents, suppression of archives, and bribing 
scholars. Just as recent as 1974, secular and supposedly moderate Turkey 
invaded Cyprus, moved in Muslims, and ordered the Greeks to move out 
within 24 hours. Churches went up in flames or were converted into 
mosques. Seventy percent of its industry is now under Turkish control."12 

Despite Turkey's western ties, her history is deeply underscored by an anti-Christian 
and Anti-Semitic spirit. Western appeasement of Islam in Turkey is based on the false 
assumption that Turkey, with its Kemalist views, is moderate. This view provoked fighting 
against Christian Serbs and Macedonians in order to support Bosnian and Albanian Mus- 
lims in Bosnia and Kosovo. Iranian Islamists and Chechens aided these groups in an  
attempt to re-Islamize the Balkans. And despite the supposed friendship that has existed 
between America and Turkey throughout much of the last few decades, this relationship 
taken a drastic turn in the other direction. Just before the Iraq War, the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly vetoed a bill to allow passage to some 60,000American troops through 
Turkish territory into northern Iraq. Americans were bewildered because the Turks had 
always been seen as a reliable friend and partner. The Turks, however, felt America had 
ignored sensitivities regarding the status of northern Iraq, which borders Turkey and is 
often used as a launching ground by Kurdish separatists who infiltrate Turkey and carry 
out terrorist attacks. 



L GOD'S WAR ON TERROR 

Adding to this wedge, a few months later, and Turkish-American relations again took 
a serious blow when eleven Turkish Special Forces officers on a surveillance mission in the 
northern Iraqi town of Sulaymaniyah were arrested by American forces and taken to 
Baghdad. This became known as the "Hood Incident" because the Turks were all seen being 
transported with black hood-like bags over their heads. Most Americans thought very little 
of it. The Turks, however, who are very proud of their military and their country, were 
humiliated and felt enraged at  the United States' disgrace of their soldiers. This was an 
unforgivable act in the eyes of many Turkish citizens and is remembered by them with 
great contempt. No official apology was ever extended apart from a note signed by Defense 
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld saying that America regretted the incident. This infuriated the 
people of Turkey, and relations between the U.S. and Turkey have suffered as a result. 

GROWING HATRED 

ATurkish movie entitled "Valley of the Wolves I r a q  debuted in 2006, revealing Turkish 
sentiments toward America. The story opens with a reference to the "Hood Incident." 

According to the plot, one of the arrested Turkish officers commits suicide out of shame 
and leaves a note for his friend Polat Alemdar, the protagonist, asking him to avenge his 
dishonor. Complying with the wishes of his friend, Alemdar follows the Christian funda- 
mentalist American commander who is responsible for both the "hood incident" and the 
mass slaughter of thousands of innocent of Iraqi civilians. The movie stars Gary Busey, 
who plays a Jewish-American doctor who harvests the organs of Iraqis to be sold in New 
York, London, and Tel Aviv. This movie became one of Turkey's greatest theatrical hits of 
all time. People lined up outside of theaters to view it again and again. Turkish hatred for 
America and Israel is growing more each day. Many Turks believe that this movie depicts 
the truth about America and Israel. 

0ther examples of growing anti-Semitic and anti-Christian attitudes are evident in two 
of Turkey's best-selling books. Adolph Hitler's Mein Kampf (My Struggle) which has 

been subsidized and sold very cheaply by multiple publishing houses in various transla- 
tions has recently become a bestseller. Another bestseller is entitled Attack on the Pope: 
Who will Kill the Pope in Istanbul? The cover of the book features a man firing a rocket 
propelled grenade at Pope Bendict. A study examining the rise in anti-Semitism in Turkey 
conducted by The Stephen Roth Institute for Contemporary Study $Anti-Semitism and 
Racism points out that in various mainstream newspapers, it is common to read anti- 
Semitic slurs and conspiracy theories that demonize Jews. Holocaust denial is also 
common. According to the study: "Translations of classic anti-Semitic tracts such as The 
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Protocols ofthe Elders ofZion and Henry Ford's International Jew,are sold at well-known 
bookstores.13 

Clearly, both anti-Semitism and Anti-Christian sentiments are on the rise in Turkey. 


