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Muslim Charity, Officials Indicted
Funding Groups With Hamas Ties at Issue

By John Mintz
Washington Post Staff Writer
Wednesday, July 28, 2004; Page AO1

The Justice Department yesterday unsealed the indictment of the nation's largest Muslim
charity and seven of its top officials on charges of funneling $12.4 million over six yearsto
individuals and groups associated with the Islamic Resistance Movement, or Hamas, a
Palestinian group that the U.S. government saysis aterrorist organization.

YADVERTISING  The 42-count federal indictment, filed in Dallas on Monday, said that the

Holy Land Foundation for Relief and Development was set up in the late
1980s "to provide financial and material support to Hamas" and that severa of itstop
officials are related to senior leaders of Hamas, which sponsors suicide bombings against
Isralis.

The charges against the foundation, which, among other causes, funded orphanages and
clinicsin the Palestinian territories, include material support for terrorism, money
laundering and income tax offenses. Among the individuals charged was Shukri Abu
Baker, the charity's co-founder and chief executive.

Lawyers for Holy Land, which has been dormant since federal agents raided its suburban
Dallas headquartersin late 2001, denied the government's charges yesterday, as they have
criticized U.S. officials earlier allegations of Hamasties.

On Monday, the same day the federal grand jury in Dallas handed up the indictment, the
foundation's lawyer asked the inspector general's office at the Justice Department to
investigate the FBI for its work on the case. Lawyer John Boyd said the FBI has relied on
"materially misleading" information, such as mistranglations of documentsin Arabic and
Hebrew.

The case highlights one of the most contentious disputes in investigations of terrorist
financing: whether money dispatched to charities in the Palestinian territories that have
indirect or direct ties to Hamas is equivalent to funding the militant group itself, terrorism
experts and government officials said.

The prosecution rests in part on FBI allegations that a web of welfare groups, schools and
hospitals in the West Bank and Gaza that Holy Land funded were fronts for Hamas and
that they were operated to build good will and spur recruitment for Hamas.

"U.S. law isclear in saying that it isillegal to send money to any part of aterrorist
organization, including networks of charitiestied to it,"” said Matthew Levitt, aformer FBI
counterterrorism analyst who worked on the probe and is now afellow with the
Washington Institute for Near East Policy. "If you want to do good in this world, you send
money to groups doing good, not to groups that do good for some people while killing
others."

But John L. Esposito, an Islam expert at Georgetown University, said that combined with
the U.S. government's detention of hundreds of Muslims after the Sept. 11 attacks, U.S.
prosecutions of Islamic charities such as this one cause many in the Islamic world to see
Washington as anti-Muslim.

"We run the risk of leaving the message that it's not extremists we're going after, but
Islam," he said.

Many of the allegations in the indictment have been aired before in litigation against the
government by Holy Land after the Treasury Department's raid in December 2001 on the
foundation's headquarters in Richardson, Tex.

But one new element is the sum of money involved. The government said the foundation
violated the ban on material support for terrorists by allegedly transferring $12.4 million

between 1995, when President Bill Clinton named Hamas as a terrorist organization, and
its closing in late 2001. The indictment said that between 1988 and 1995, Holy Land sent
an additional $24 million to people and groups linked to Hamas.

Holy Land's lawyers say that the entire set of allegations rests on shaky ground, and that
for yearsthe FBI hasrelied in part on Israeli government information about supposed
Hamas charities that is of questionable credibility.

Many of the official accusations against Holy Land were contained in a 2001 memo by
Dale Watson, then the FBI's counterterrorism chief, that Treasury used in its 2001 raid.

CONTINUED
12 Next>
Print This Article

© 2004 The Washington Post Company

E-Mail This Article

Print This Article
Permission to Republish
Subscribe to The Post

Elashi Abu Baker

Enlarge This Photo

Shukri Abu Baker, co-founder and chief
executive of the Holy Land charity, is among
those charged.

Ashcroft Indictment
Video: Attorney

General John Ashcroft
announced a 42-count
indictment against the
Holy Land Foundation, a
Muslim charity group
accused of aiding a terrorist
organization.

From FindLaw.
Indictment (U.S. v. Holy Land
Foundation for Relief and Development)

WAR ON TERROR
SPECLAL REPORT

Search Story Archive by
Keyword:

Find

Advanced Search

— Guide —
Personal Preparedness Guide
Dirty bombs, anthrax
and smallpox: an
informative guide to
understanding the threat
and protecting you and
your family.

— Conflict in the Mideast —
SPECIAL REPORT

Latest News From the Mideast:

World Bank's Chief Named to Gaza
Post (Post, April 15, 2005 )

Bush Prods Sharon on Peace (Post,
April 12, 2005 )

Poland Says Goodbye to Its
National Hero (Post, April 3, 2005 )
Full Mideast Coverage

Graphic:
One Land, Two Peoples: A look at

the history of the conflict between
Palestinian Arabs and Jews.

Special Report:

Defining the Barrier: A series of
multimedia reports examining Israel's
controversial building of a security fence
to separate it from adjacent Palestinian
areas.

Free E-mail Newsletters
News Headlines

News Alert

Featured Advertiser Links

. Lawyers: Mesothelioma, Heparin, Gadolinium,
Trasylol

. Asbestos and Lung Cancer, Veterans,
Pipefitters, Boilers

. Earn 2.40% APY at ING DIRECT. No Fees and No
Minimums.

. Watch Voices on Leadership Sponsored by SAP

Navigate to News Secti| €

=
]
E
i
W
—
=
a
=
<

News | Politics | Opinions | Local | Sports | Arts & Living | Going Out Guide

Navigate the Nation Sec @

Jobs | Cars | Real Estate | Rentals | Shopping

SEARCH: @ @Washingtonpost. OWeb: Results by G'[.}Ugl{fm Search

com

Archives

washingtonpost.com: About Us | Work for Us | Advertisers | Site Map | Search Terms | Topics Index | Make Us Your Home Page | mywashingtonpost.com | Mobile | RSS | Widgets
The Washington Post: Subscribe | Home Delivery Service | Advertisers | PostPoints | Electronic Edition | Online Photo Store | The Washington Post Store | About The Post | National Weekly

The Washington Post Company: Information and Other Post Co. Websites

© Copyright 1996-2009 The Washington Post Company | User Agreement and Privacy Policy | Rights and Permissions Help | Contact Us

http://www.washi ngtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A 18257-2004Jul 27.html (1 of 2)01.02.2009 22:49:38


http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/nation
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/nation/nationalsecurity
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/nation/nationalsecurity/homeland
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A18257-2004Jul27_2.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A18257-2004Jul27_2.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A18257-2004Jul27?language=printer
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/admin/emailfriend?contentId=A18257-2004Jul27&sent=no
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/A18257-2004Jul27?language=printer
javascript:void(window.open(finalUrl,'Rightslink', 'location=no,toolbar=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=yes,width=690,height=550'))
http://washpost.com/wpniother
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/mmedia/apdaily/072704-2v.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/mmedia/apdaily/072704-2v.htm
http://news.findlaw.com/wp/docs/hlf/ushlf72604ind.pdf
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/nation/nationalsecurity/americaatwar/
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/nation/attacked/advanced_search.html', 'popup', 'toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=no,scrollbars=yes,resizable=no,copyhistory=no,width=490,height=350,left=50,top=200,screenX=50,screenY=200'))
javascript:void(0)
javascript:void(0)
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/world/issues/mideastpeace
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A53037-2005Apr14.html?nav=headlines
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A53037-2005Apr14.html?nav=headlines
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A43682-2005Apr11.html?nav=headlines
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A21746-2005Apr2.html?nav=headlines
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A21746-2005Apr2.html?nav=headlines
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/world/issues/mideastpeace
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/flash/world/israel/IsraelHistory.htm','','height=475,width=600,scrollbars=0,scrolling=no,locationbar=no'))
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/world/interactives/israel/israelFence.html
javascript:determineReg('HDLN', this.location.href)
javascript:determineReg('NWSALRT', this.location.href)
http://mesothelioma-lawyer-new-york.com/
http://www.weitzlux.com/heparin-fda_1928948.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/gadolinium-lawsuit_1877375.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/trasylol-Lawsuit_218034.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/asbestos-lung-cancer_612371.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/mesothelioma-veterans_1935956.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/asbestos-pipefitters_1935162.html
http://www.weitzlux.com/asbestos-boiler-tenders_1934830.html
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;202470733;26753409;d?http://save.ingdirect.com/promo/promo_set.asp?p=%9ASPSZ%AA%5C&redirect=19
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;202470733;26753409;d?http://save.ingdirect.com/promo/promo_set.asp?p=%9ASPSZ%AA%5C&redirect=19
http://ad.doubleclick.net/clk;205758032;27768753;q?http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/video/2008/07/07/VI2008070700969.html
javascript:leapto('topSections');
javascript:leapto('nodeSections');
http://www.washingtonpost.com?hpid=bottomnav/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/politics/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/opinions/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/metro/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/sports/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/artsandliving/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/gog/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/home?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/cars/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/realestate/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/rentals/?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/shopping/front.html?hpid=bottomnav
http://www.washingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediacenter/html/about_welcome.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wl/jobs/JobSearchServlet?featuredemployer=53
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-adv/mediakit/adinfo/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/ac2/wp-dyn/nsStatic
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/topicpages/
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/bookmark_ff.html','','toolbar=no,location=no,directories=no,status=no,menubar=yes,scrollbars=yes,resizable=no,copyhistory=no,width=417,height=415,left=50,top=200,screenX=50,screenY=200'));
http://www.mywashingtonpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/devices.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/rss/index.html
http://www.washingtonpost.com/widgets/
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriberservices/subscriber.portal?state=welcome&oscode=rpwc
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriber.portal?state=welcome
http://washingtonpostads.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/registration/postpoints/
http://thewashingtonpost.newspaperdirect.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/buyphotos
http://www.cafepress.com/washingtonpost
http://www.washpost.com/
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/post/natweekly/
http://www.washpostco.com/index.htm
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/copy.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/interact/longterm/talk/members.htm?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contents/permissions.htm?nav=globebot
javascript:void(window.open('http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/admin/help/popup/frame_page.html','help', 'width=730,height=600,scrollbars=true,toolbar=no,menubar=no,resizable=true'))
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/contactus/index.html?nav=globebot
http://www.washingtonpost.com/?nav=globaltop
http://subscribe.washpost.com/contactus.nsf/frmsubscribezip?openform&code=wc
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/print/?nav=globetop
https://subscription.washpost.com/subscriberservices/subscriber.portal?state=welcome&oscode=RP87
http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-srv/registration/postpoints/
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html
http://pqasb.pqarchiver.com/washingtonpost/search.html

Muslim Charity, Officials Indicted (washingtonpost.com)

http://www.washi ngtonpost.com/wp-dyn/articles/A 18257-2004Jul 27.html (2 of 2)01.02.2009 22:49:38



	PHBKNFMLMFELFHJIDBHFLFPAADDFICCF: 
	form2: 
	x: 
	f1: 930
	f2: 20010911
	f3: 20021231
	f4: 2001
	f5: 09
	f6: 11
	f7: 2002
	f8: 12
	f9: 31
	f10: 0
	f11: S
	f12: 

	f13: 

	form3: 
	x: 
	f1: [nope]


	form4: 
	x: 
	f1: [http://www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/nation]


	form1: 
	x: 
	f1: news
	f2: news
	f3: 

	f4: 

	form5: 
	x: 
	f1: news
	f2: news
	f3: 

	f4: 




